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CONFIDENTIAL TAIPEI 2997 
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TAGS: OR, TW 

SUBJECT: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY RE WU LI-SHENG 
REF: A. STATE 092511 ; B. STATE 248078 

1. WE CONTINUE TO BELIEVE USG SHOULD NOT OFFICIALLY IN- 
VOLVE ITSELF IN THIS AND SIMILAR CASES. OUR EXPERIENCE 
OVER THE YEARS- EXEMPLIFIED IN RECENT CASES OF CHEN 
YU-HSI AND HENRY KUO HSIN-SHENG- HAS BEEN THAT EMBASSY 
INQUIRIES DO NOT LEAD TO RELEASE FROM PRISON OR ISSUANCE OF 
EXIT PERMIT. 

WHETHER SUCH INQUIRIES LEAD TO AMELIORATION OF TREATMENT IS 
A MATTER WE HAVE NOT BEEN ABLE TO ESTABLISH. 

2. MORE BASIC QUESTION, HOWEVER, IS APPROPRIATENESS OF 
OFFICIAL INQUIRIES WITH RESPECT TO ROC CITIZEN WHO IS FULLY 
SUBJECT TO ROC LAWS AND JUDICIAL TREATMENT. HOWEVER 
REPUGNANT SUCH LAWS AND PRACTICES MAY BE IN TERMS OF 
OUR OWN CONSTITUTION AND LEGAL 

SYSTEM. 

3. IN THIS PARTICULAR CASE, REF A SEEMS TO INDICATE AMNESTY 
INTERNATIONAL MAY BE INTERESTED IN DOCUMENTING WHETHER 
ROC SEDITION LAWS CAN BE RETROACTIVELY APPLIED. THE 
ANSWER IS, YES. MOREOVER, THERE IS NO STATUTE OF LIMI- 
TATIONS WITH RESSPECT TO SEDITION IN ROC. AMNESTY INTER 
NATIONAL MIGHT WISH TO REVIEW THESE FACTS THROUGH DIS- 
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AND OTHER SCHOLARS OF COMPARATIVE LAW. 

4. RECOMMENDATION: WE BELIEVE IT WOULD BE WISE FOR 
EMBASSY NOT TO GO BEYOND INFORMING MOFA THAT SENATOR 
FULBRIGHT IS INTERESTED IN THE CASE OF WU LI-SHENG AND 
WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING A REPORT ON WU'S WHEREABOUTS 
AND LEGAL STATUS. ADDITIONALLY, WE WOULD SUGGEST DEPT 
INFORM SENATOR FRANKLY THAT WHERE ROC CITIZEN HAS BEN 
IMPRISONED UNDER ROC LAWS, USG FEELS OBLIGED TO LIMIT 
ITSELF TO INFORMING ROC OF THE INQUIRY- AND THAT SUCH 
INQUIRIES SEEM IN PAST TO HAVE HAD LITTLE EFFECT ON STATUS 
OF THE CASE. 
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